2016
Life Of Learning Awards

Welcome to the 17th Annual
LOLA Celebration!
The Life of Learning Awards (the LOLAs) celebrate contribu ons in
Calgary’s adult learning field. This year, we will present awards in
the following categories:
• Learning Champion for an educator who makes a great
contribu on to community-based adult founda onal learning.
• Learning Communi es for a learning program/project that stands
out in innova on, eﬀec veness and breadth of reach into the
adult founda onal learning community.
• Adult Learner for a learner at a founda onal level who loves
learning, stands out in his or her eﬀorts to keep learning and
inspires others by example.
• Thanks A Bunch showcases a funder (individual or corpora on)
whose commitment and financial contribu on help support the
needs of adult founda onal level learners.
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Monique Fry - Master of Ceremony
Bill Brandon - Execu ve Director
David Bouchard
Nabila Ghaﬀar - Learning Champion
Humani es 101 - Learning Communi es
Lloyd Thornhill - Adult Learner
Calgary Founda on - Thanks A Bunch

Keynote Speaker - David Bouchard
“An acclaimed author of children’s books,
David Bouchard is also a champion of literacy.
This former teacher and school principal has
wri en more than 50 books in English and in
French. Many of them combine poetry, prose
and visual arts, and explore topics such as the
environment, history and the tradi ons and
cultures of Canada’s Aboriginal communi es.
Also a storyteller and sought a er public
speaker, he has traveled across the country to promote the
importance and joy of reading and wri ng. In his presenta ons to
children, parents and teachers, he addresses his own struggles with
dyslexia. Proud of his Mé s heritage, he is a former president of
the Mé s Na on of Greater Victoria and con nues to serve as a
community leader.” taken from the inves ture ceremony of the Order of Canada
David Bouchard’s books have won numerous awards, including a
Special Men on for Non-Fic on in the 2010 Bologna Ragazzi Awards
for The Drum Calls SoŌly, a Gold Medal in the 2008 Moonbeam
Award for I am Raven, the 2004 Governor General’s Award for The
Song Within My Heart, the 1999 Red Cedar Award for The Great
Race and the 1997 Lee Benne Hopkins Poetry Award for Voices
from the Wild. An Aboriginal Carol was included in the 2008 White
Ravens Catalogue.
In April 2009, Bouchard was named as a Member of the Order of
Canada “for his contribu ons as an author of children’s books and
an advocate who has championed the cause of reading and wri ng,
and who has shared his pride as a member of the Mé s community
through his stories.”
Most recently, David has received a remarkable honour: in 2013, in
Oshawa, the David Bouchard Public School opened its doors.
David lives in Victoria, Bri sh Columbia, with his wife Vicki and their
daughter Victoria.

Learning Champion - Nabila Ghaffar
Nabila Ghaﬀar is the kind of team member that
most organiza ons can only dream of. When
Nabila joined the Calgary Immigrant Women’s
Associa on as a teacher assistant in 2012,
her bold, enthusias c talent for teaching and
commitment to founda onal learners quickly
shone through. She was soon promoted to
literacy teacher, and she’s been propelling her
students to success ever since.
Having immigrated to Canada from Abu Dhabi Nabila knows firsthand of the struggles and stresses newcomers face as they adjust to
life in Canada. New students arrive mid and afraid of failing. A er
a few short weeks in Nabila’s welcoming class, they are comfortable
and confident, excited to try out new skills.
Nabila pours her own passion for learning into experimen ng
with new approaches. She makes learning fun, designing each
lesson around prac cal needs. Her students learn how to phone
the doctor’s oﬃce or call Calgary Transit to find out when their
bus will arrive. They open g-mail accounts so they can chat with
other students. They create personalized books with sentences
that match photos they’ve snapped in grocery stores. In every case,
these new skills make their daily lives in Calgary easier.
Nabila works relessly, in and out of the classroom. She recently
completed a collabora ve two-year ac on research project aimed
at suppor ng low-literacy learners who experience the most
diﬃcul es. She has since shared her work and strategies through
presenta ons, workshops and conferences.
Nabila’s faith in her students’ abili es has shaped her into a truly
excep onal learning champion. Nabila’s students have equally high
faith in her, describing her as, “The best of all teachers in life…
wonderful…special and unique.” We couldn’t agree more!

Learning Communities - Humanities 101
Since 2009, the St. Mary’s
University campus has been home
to Humani es 101. Learners in
this unique program have faced
poverty, immigra on, violence,
nega ve educa onal experience,
addic ons, homelessness, and
other interrup ons to learning.
They meet two days a week for four months, where history,
culture, and the arts come alive through storytelling and the lens
of mul ple perspec ves. Field trips to the theatre, art galleries
and museums—a first visit for many—round out their learning
experience.
The Humani es 101 program provides a safe, welcoming and
innova ve learning approach, all while removing the barriers these
students would face elsewhere. Tui on and textbooks are free.
Transit ckets are supplied. Childcare is covered. Volunteer tutors
are available for extra help. A hot, nutri ous meal is shared around
a community table before each class.
During celebra ons at the end of each semester, student a er
student comes forward to speak about the life-changing and
profoundly posi ve eﬀects they’ve experienced because of
Humani es 101. Graduates have gone on to degree studies, further
course work, employment and meaningful volunteer roles.
We applaud the tremendous dedica on of Dr. Tara Hyland-Russell,
who has been a driving force in crea ng and sustaining Humani es
101, as well as the St. Mary’s faculty and larger student body that
have rallied around the program to ensure it stays. Each year,
students raise thousands of dollars, and students and faculty line
up to volunteer their me and exper se.
Social change is at the heart of Humani es 101, giving learners real
hope for the future. This model learning community is a true cause
for celebra on!

Adult Learner - Lloyd Thornhill
Lloyd Thornhill, who turns 69 this year, was
born and raised on Brune e Island, a ny
island oﬀ the south coast of Newfoundland.
Learning was extremely diﬃcult for Lloyd in
his all-ages school class. With no supports in
place, he spent many a day colouring at the
back of the classroom. A er struggling to
achieve a Grade 6 educa on, Lloyd led a quiet
and sheltered life for the next several decades,
living with his parents and working as a janitor
in a nursing home.
Fast forward to 2000, when Lloyd moved west to be closer to his
siblings. Since living in Calgary, his love for learning has exploded.
Lloyd’s ac on plan to independent living has included non-stop
par cipa on in a broad range of programs: literacy, financial
literacy, life skills, arts classes, computer training, personal safety
and photography, to name just a few.
Lloyd is a hardworking and a en ve student. He also serves relessly
as an advocate for the disability community, joining advisory
boards and ac on groups and clocking hundreds of volunteer
hours for such organiza ons as the Interfaith Thri Store, Vecova,
and CareWest. Lloyd speaks passionately in public forums for the
rights of all ci zens to be able to access educa onal opportuni es
throughout their lifespan.
Lloyd has a dogged determina on to reach his learning goals. It has
been his life-long dream to be able to read and write, and through
persistence and hard work, this dream is now coming true. But he’s
not stopping there. In Lloyd’s own words, he’s just ge ng started.
Bravo, Lloyd! You’re an inspira on to us all.

Thanks A Bunch - Calgary Foundation
The Calgary Founda on has
provided outstanding leadership
and reless eﬀorts in addressing
the issues faced by poverty-stricken
adult founda onal learners in our
community. A shining example of
their commitment is their support
of Taking Charge, a collabora ve
ini a ve of CanLearn and the
Sunrise Community Link.
Taking Charge is a mul ple-week program that specifically targets
individuals experiencing poverty and life stressors. The Calgary
Founda on funded the program’s launch in September 2015 and
has been a highly suppor ve partner ever since.
Taking Charge moves past short term solu ons to address
underlying issues that are rooted in poverty and low-literacy.
With funding from the Calgary Founda on, the program provides
dedicated facilitators, childcare, program incen ves, and a myriad
of resources. The Calgary Founda on has been a flexible and
encouraging partner every step of the way, allowing adjustments
to the original program design and the addi on of a second round
of the pilot, which started in February of this year.
The nine graduates of the first Taking Charge cohort give the
program top marks. For some, it’s the first me in years they’ve
been able to leave their house. Others say that a er struggling
with depression, this program has given them their life back.
All par cipants have found new ways to cope with day-to-day
challenges, address conflict, set and achieve goals, and build their
sense of self confidence and self-esteem.
This program is a game changer in the lives of long-term clients
who have chronically struggled with a variety of issues. The Calgary
Founda on, through its generous financial support and willing
spirit, has made this possible. Thanks a bunch and then some!
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